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SCENIC QUALITIES

Dear Folks:
Remember when we were talking
about your retirement plans last
Christmas? Remember that motor
home I dragged you down to see at
Honest John’s? Well, I found the per-
fect trip for you. Beautiful scenery--
and lots of it!

We were heading back home to
Roanoke from Cincinnati and some-
body at one of the Visitor Centers
told me about a real scenic route,
the Midland Trail. I had some time,
so I took Jackie and the kids. You
really need to come here. The fall
weather was just beginning to turn
the leaves all up and down the sides
of the mountains, and boy, what a
nature show!

Went through the
K a n a w h a
Val ley

and saw the Kanawha River, with
mountains on both sides. Lots of
beautiful forest land and moun-
tains as far as the eye can see.

When we got to Kanawha
Falls, we saw a raging waterfall,
and Mom, you know how you
love waterfalls. Dad, be sure to
pack a fishing rod--they fish at
the falls, too. Around the corner
from that the valley opened up
into a wide vista at the  junction
of the Gauley and New Rivers.
Jackie was speechless.

The kids were badgering us
to stop and eat, so we pulled off
at another waterfall, Cathedral
Falls, and had a picnic. Mom, you
better bring your camera!

Passed up a mountain and
got some great views of the New
River. That’s the photos in the
envelope. Stopped at an overlook
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1. Kanawha Valley, with Kanawha River  

2.  Vista at Kanawha Falls/ Glen Ferris/ Gauley Bridge

3. New River Gorge

4. Hawks Nest Overlook (Ansted)

5. Big Sewell Mountain Overlook

6.  Greenbrier Valley-Big Levels
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at Hawks Nest and looked right
down into the Gorge. One side has
the old railroad that ran through
the Gorge. Robbie likes trains, and
he got excited when he saw a train
cross the river. We caught a view of
the Hawks Nest Tunnel on the other
side. You’d like it, Dad, with your
engineering background and all;
they say it was a real feat of engi-
neering. Check out the photos. The
great thing is that there are a lot of
pull-offs for that motor home
you’re going to buy (hint, hint).

Dad, I knew you were a real Civil
War buff, so we pulled off and shot
this view from Big Sewell Mountain.
General Lee used to watch his
troops from the mountain. Imagine
seeing a whole army in that plateau
(it’s also where he got Traveler).

Got into Greenbrier County and
saw a lot of beautiful farmland. The
kids had never even seen cows and
horses up close. Maybe we spend
too much time in the city. Jane
wants a horse now, but I told her
that we don’t have space to keep
one.

Dad, you worked a lot of years,
and you sacrificed a lot to send me
to school, and you really helped us
through a lot. You and Mom really
deserve to spend some time on the
open road and enjoy things. I think
you need to pay another visit to
Honest John’s, this time with your
checkbook. there are some great
places on the Trail for a second hon-
eymoon. Jackie and I thinking about
one ourselves. Just think about it.

Jackie and the kids send their
love.

Love, 
Rick

Watched real hawks  d
iving

and soaring in the wind of

the New River 
Gorge Valley

here 
at Hawk’s Nest 

State

Park. Dining room, lodge

and meetin
g rooms all w/

this vie
w -- A

sk M
eg in conf

planning to call for rates!

Look at this perfec
t vie

w!!

The highest p
oint on the Midland

Trail --T
hey really need to make a

nice p
ull-off here s

o traveler
s could

enjoy they view
 while th

ey picnic!

Talk to
 your garden club! 

Here i
n Green

brier

Valley the terra
in

changes to rolling pastures,

pleasant str
eams and a

gentle 
way of

life. 


	Table of Contents
	Introduction
	14 Points Recap
	"Dear Reader"
	Project Description
	Overview: W. Virginia's Faces
	Executive Summary

	Description of Trail
	Location of The Midland Trail
	Location on Eastern Seaboard
	Location in WV
	Routing and Mileage
	Physical Description
	Land Uses and Zoning

	Vision and Goals
	Vision of the Midland Trail
	Goals of the Midland Trail
	5 and 20 Year Goals
	Goal I thru VIII

	Intrinsic Qualities
	The Five Intrinsic Qualities
	An Inventory of Sites
	Context / Setting
	Scenic Qualities
	Natural Qualities
	Cultural Quailities
	Historical Qualities
	Recreational Qualities
	Development: Enhancement and Accommodation
	Maintaining and Enhancing
	Other Characteristics: Industrail Cemeteries
	A Quick Look at MT and American History

	Trail Tales
	Native American
	Pioneers
	African-American
	Women
	Immigrants
	Prominent Personages
	Resources
	Transportation
	Industry
	War
	Flora and Fauna
	Geology
	Creativity

	Priority Projects
	Accomplished and Current Projects
	Collaboration and Review
	Top Eleven Priority Projects
	Schedule of Projects Responsibility
	Priority Projects Outlines
	Secondary Projects

	Priorities 1 & 2: Mgt and Collaboration Strategies
	Phases of Implementation
	Partners in the Process
	Staffing Recommendations
	Org Chart
	Schedule of Responsibilities

	Marketing Strategies
	Marketing Strategy
	Creating An Image
	Building An Identity
	Marketable Assets
	Positioning for the Future
	Building Partnerships
	Marketing Events
	Special Target Markets:
	Women
	African-Americans
	Foreign Visitors
	Elderly
	Baby Boomers (born1945-64)
	Generation X (born1965-75)
	Echo Boomers (born 1975-76)
	Millennial Gen (born 1977-94)

	Driving the Trail
	Signage
	Accident and Safety Data
	Traffic Conditions
	Visitor Services/ Accommodation
	2. Anomalous Intrusions

	Economic Impact
	Bottom Line
	Travel Market Analysis

	Geology of the Trail
	Conclusion & Appendix
	Conclusion Recap
	National Register List
	Faces of Participation Collaboration and Review
	Acknowledgements
	Sources of Information
	Industrial Inventory
	Letters of Support for Extension


